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THE OILFIELDS ACT. 

[BURMA ACT I, 1918.] 

(1st January, 1919.) 

[ Amendment : 31.12.2010 ] 

 

1. * * * * 

D e fi ni ti ons 

2.  In thi s  Act, unles s  the re is  somethi ng repugnant in the  subj e ct or conte xt,- 

( a) “flowing well” means  a we ll from the mouth of whic h oi l or gas  or both flow conti nuous ly or 

i nter mi ttently wi thout artifi cial sti mulus , and include s   a pumpe d we ll from the  mouth of which oi l or 

gas  or both flow occasi onally without artifi ci al sti mulus ; 

( b) “gas” me ans  natural gas  whe the r i n ass oci ation wi th natural petroleum i n a li q ui d or soli d state  or not; 

( c) “notified oil-field” means  an are a de clare d to be a noti fie d oi l-fi e ld unde r se ction 3; 

( d) “oil” means  natural petrole um and include s  crude  oi l, re fi ne d oi l, parti ally refi ne d oi l and any of the  

products  of pe trole um in a li q ui d or soli d state; 

( e ) “Operator” means  and includes  any company i ncorpo rated by or unde r the  laws  of the  Uni on of 

Myanmar holdi ng a permit to conduct the  petroleum ope rati ons  or was  ass i gne d to conduct the  

pe troleum ope rations on be half of the  contractor or partie s  unde r a contract; 

( f) “waste” i ncludes  was te in the utili zati on of oi l or gas , underground was te and surf ace  was te; 

( g) “well” means  an excavatio n or bori ng made  in the  ground f or the purpose  of extracti ng oi l or gas  or 

both. 

<Ame ndme nt 31.12. 2010> 

Power to defi ne  and alte r li mits  of notifie d oil-fie lds . 

3.  The  Pres i de nt of the  Uni on may, by noti fi cation, de clare  any are a to be  a notif ie d oi l-fi e ld for the  purpos es  

of this  Act and may de fi ne the  li mits  of s uch are a. 

Appoi ntme nt of offi ce rs  to carry out the  purpose s  of the  Act. 

4.  (1)  The  Mi nis te r for the  Mi nis try of Ene rgy may, by noti fication, defi ned the juris dicti on of the Managing 

D i re ctor of the  Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enterpris e. 
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( 2)  It s hall be the duty of a Managi ng Dire ctor of  the  Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enter pri se  to re gulate wi thin his  

j uris diction all oper ations for  the  wi nni ng of oi l and gas  with a vi ew to pre ve nting was te  of oi l and gas  

and damage  to accumulatio ns  of oi l and ga s  by the infi ltration of wate r or othe r caus es . 

( 3)  The  Mi ni ster  for the  Mini s try of Ene rgy may, by noti fi cation, appoi nt Ge ne ral Manage r ass i gne d for the  

re le vant noti fie d oi l-fi e ld to assis t the Managi ng Dire ctor of the  Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enter pris e  i n 

pe rforming his  duti es  and exe rcis i ng his  powe r wi thi n his  j uri s di cti on. 

( 4)  The  Pre si de nt of the  Uni on may, by noti fi cation, confe r on Ge ne ral Manager assi gne d for the  relevant 

noti fie d Oi l-Fie ld all or any of the powers  or impose upon them all or any of th e  duties  of a Managi ng 

D i re ctor of the  Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enterpris e  unde r this  Act, s ubj e ct to s uch condi ti ons and 

re s tri cti ons , if  any, as he  may dee m fi t. Such notifi catio n may be  ge neral or may refe r to a parti cular 

Ge neral Manage r as si gne d for the re l e vant noti fi e d Oi l-Fie ld only. 

<Ame ndme nt 31.12. 2010> 

5 .  Re pe al 

<Ame ndme nt 31.12. 2010> 

Enq ui ry i nto acci de nts . 

6.  A Managi ng D i re ctor of the Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enter pris e  or Ge ne ral Manage r ass i gne d for the  re levant 

noti fie d Oi l-Fie ld may hold an e nq ui ry into any occurre nce  conne cted wi th or s ubs i di ary to any operati ons 

for  the  wi nni ng of oi l or gas  or both and shall for the  purpose s  of conducti ng such e nq ui ry have  all the  

powe rs  whi ch a Magi s trate  would have  in holdi ng an enquiry into an offe nce  u nde r the  Code  of C ri minal 

Proce dure . 

<Ame ndme nt 31.12. 2010> 

Inappli cability of s e cti on 55 6 of Code  of Cri mi nal Proce dure  to tri als  of of fe nce s  agai ns t thi s  Act. 

7.  The  Managi ng Dire ctor of the  Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enter pri se  or Ge ne ral Manage r ass i gne d for t he  rele vant 

noti fie d Oi l-Fie ld shall not be dee med, withi n the  me ani ng of s e cti on 556  of the  Code  of Cri mi nal 

Proce dure , to be  a party to or pers onally inte re s te d in any prose cuti on for any offe nce  unde r this  Act or 

any rule  made the re under. 

<Ame ndme nt 31. 12. 2010> 

Inde mni ty for acts  done  in good fai th. 

8.  No s ui t or cri minal prose cution s hall li e  agai ns t any publi c se rvant for anythi ng done  or i n good fai th 

i ntende d to be  done  under thi s  Act. 
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Go ve rnme nt not li able  for los s  or damage . 

9.  The  Go ve rnme nt s hall  not be res ponsible  for any los s  or damage  whi ch may occur owi ng to any action 

take n i n good fai th by any publi c se rvant unde r this  Act. 

Pe rs ons e mpowe re d by rule s  under se ction 13  ( 2)( bb) to be  de e me d publi c servants . 

10 . Every person e mpowere d by any rule s  made  unde r se cti on 13,  sub-s ecti on( 2) , clause  (bb), to do any act 

s hall in that behalf for the purposes  of C hapte r X of the Pe nal C ode  be de e med to be a public se rvant 

wi thin the  me ani ng of se ctio n 21 of the  s ai d Code . 

Appeals  and re vi si ons . 

11 . (1)  Appe als  from orde rs  of the  Managi ng Di re ctor of the Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enterpris e  or of  an Gene ral 

Manage r as si gne d for the  re le vant noti fie d Oi l-Fie ld unde r this  Act s hall li e  in s uch cas es , to s uch offi cers , 

and subje ct to s uch li mi tatio ns  as  to time and ot he r condi tions,  as  the  Pre si de nt of the  Uni on may by rule  

pres cribe . 

( 2)  The  Mi ni ster, the Mi nistry of Ene rgy s hall have  powe r to call for and revis e any orde r pass e d by a 

Managi ng Dire ctor of  the  Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enterpris e  or an Ge ne ral Manage r ass i gne d for the  

re le vant noti fie d Oi l-Fie ld unde r this  Act or an orde r pas se d in appe al agains t s uch an orde r: Provi de d 

that he s hall not re verse  or modi fy any orde r affe cting any ques tio n of ri ght be twee n pri vate pe rs ons  

wi thout givi ng thos e  pe rsons an opportun i ty of being heard. 

( 3)  Save  as  provi de d by thi s  s e cti on, an orde r pass ed unde r thi s  Act s hall be final and shall not be li able to 

be  conte s te d by s ui t or othe rwi se . 

<Ame ndme nt 31.12. 2010> 

Puni s hme nt for pos se ss ion or conveyance  of property belie ve d to be s tole n. 

12 . In any notifie d oil-fie ld to which the  Pre si de nt of the  Uni on may by notifi catio n apply this  s e cti on, 

whoe ve r has  in hi s  poss ess i on or conve ys  in any manne r anything whi ch may re asonably be s us pe cted to 

be  stole n prope rty, as de fine d unde r s ect ion 410 of  the  Penal C ode , s hall, if he fails to account 

s atis factori ly for his  poss es si on of the  same, be  puni s he d with i mpris onme nt whic h may e xte nd to three  

months , or with fi ne, or wi th both. 

Power to gi ve  prohi bi tio n for  pre ve nti on of di sorde r. 

12 A. ( 1)  The  Managi ng D i re ctor of the  Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enter pris e  may, by noti ce  publi cly promulgated or 

addres se d to i ndi vi duals,- 
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( a) prohi bi t the carryi ng of das of  a k i nd e xe mpted from the  provisi ons of the Arms Act, bludge ons , 

loade d-s ti cks , hunti ng crops , clasp-k ni ve s  of a spe cifi e d s i ze , or othe r offe nsi ve  ins truments , in any 

publi c place  wi thi n a noti fi e d oi lfie ld or wi thin any spe cifie d are a wi thi n a notifi e d oi lfie ld; 

( b)whe ne ve r and for such ti me as  he s hall consi de r ne ces sary for the  pr es e rvatio n of the  public peace  

or s afe ty, prohi bi t wi thin any noti fie d oi lfie ld or wi thi n any s pe cifie d are a wi thi n a noti fi e d oi lfi e ld- 

( i ) the  carryi ng, colle cti on and pre parati on of s tones  or othe r mi ss i les  or i ns trume nts  or me ans  of 

cas ting or impe lli n g mi ss i le s ; 

( ii ) the publi c e xhi bi tion of pers ons or of  corps es , or fi gures  or e ffi gie s ; 

( ii i ) the  public utter ance  of crie s , s i ngi ng of s ongs , playi ng of musi c; and 

( i v) the de li ve ry of harangue s, the us e  of ges ture s  or mi meti c re pre se ntations and the  pre paration, 

e xhi bi tion or di ss e mi nation of pictures , s ymbols , placards  or of  any obje ct or thi ng, when s uch 

actio n, obje ct or thi ng may be  of a nature  to outrage  morali ty or dece ncy or, in the  opini on of 

the Managi ng D i re ctor of the  Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enter p ri se , may probably inflame  religi ous  

ani mosi ty or hos ti li ty be twe e n di ffe re nt clas ses , or i nci te  to the  commiss i on of an offe nce, to a 

di s turbance  of the  publi c pe ace  or to res is tance  to or conte mpt of the  law or of a lawful 

authori ty. 

Penalty for contravention of a prohibition. 

( 2)  Whoe ve r contrave nes  a prohibi tion unde r this  se ction s hall be puni s he d wi th i mpris onme nt for a te rm 

whic h may e xte nd to three  months, or wi th fi ne  which may e xte nd to ten thous and kyats  or with both. 

<Ame ndme nt 31.12. 2010> 

Power  to make  rules . 

13 . ( 1)  The  Pre si de nt of the  Uni on may mak e  rule s  for re gulating all matte rs  conne cted wi th or s ubsi di ary to 

any oper ati ons  for the  winni ng of oi l or gas  or both. 

( 2) In parti cular, and wi thout pre judice  to the  ge nerali ty of the  fore goi ng po wer, s uch rule s  may- 

( a) de fi ne  the  powers  and duties  of a Managi ng Di rector of the  Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enterpris e; 

( b) direct that any of the  powe rs  or dutie s  as si gne d by this  Act or any rule  the re unde r to the Pres i de nt 

of the  Union s hall be e xe rci se d or pe rfor me d, subject to s uch conditi ons  as  may be i mpose d, by the  

The  Mi ni s te r, the  Mi nis try of Ene rgy or the  Managi ng Di re ctor of the  Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enterprise ; 

( c) provi de  for the  appoi ntme nt by ope rators  of responsible  local repres e ntati ves  and offi ce r s  and for 

the duties  to be carri e d out by such re pres e ntati ves  and offi ce rs; 
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( d) provi de  for the  mai ntenance  by ope rators  of records  of all matte rs  re lating to the dri lli ng, re-

dri lli ng, dee pe ni ng, s hutting down, pluggi ng or abandoning of all wells  and for  the i ns pe ction of 

s uch re cords  , and for  the supply of copie s  or abs tracts  of s uch re cords  to the  Managi ng Di re ctor of 

the Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enter pris e; 

( e ) pres cri be  the  mai ntenance  by ope rators  of records  re lating to the productio n of oi l, gas  or water  

fro m all wells  and for the  i ns pe ction of such re cords  or the  supply of copi es  or abs tracts  of s uch 

re cords  to the Managi ng Di re ctor of the  Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enterpris e; 

( f) pre scribe  the  submis sion by operators  or re cords , reports  and stati s ti cs  relating  to any other 

tec hnical matte r conne cted wi th or s ubs i di ary to any oper ati ons  for the  wi nning of oi l or gas  or 

both, or the  provis ion of faci li ties  for the  ins pecti on of s uch re cords  by the Managi ng Di re ctor of the  

Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enterpris e  or his  repr ese ntati ve  at the offices  of ope rators ; 

( g) provi de  for the  pre ve ntio n of was te of oi l or gas  and als o the pre ve ntion of e nvi ronme ntal pollutio n 

by pe trole um ope rati ons; 

( h) provi de  for the  de tection of the  pres e nce  of wate r in we lls  and for the  preve ntio n  of the  i nflux of 

water i nto oi l and gas  s ands ; 

( i ) for the  purpose  of pre ve nting was te  of oi l or gas  or damage  to oi l or gas  s ands  by wate r or othe r 

cause s , provi de  for  the  regulatio n of the  dri lli ng, re-dri lli ng, dee pe ni ng, s hutting down, pluggi ng and 

abandoning of we lls  and for the li mi tation or prohi bi tio n of s uch ope rations and for the tak i ng of 

re medi al me as ure s; 

( j ) for the purpos es  of preve nting was te of oi l or gas  or damage  to oi l and gas  sands  by wate r or other 

cause s , provi de  for  the  regulatio n of the  me thods  of produci ng oi l or gas  and for the li mi tation or 

prohi bi tion of s uch me thods  and for the  tak i ng of remedi al meas ures ; 

( k ) provi de  for  me as ure me nt of oi l and gas  for the  as se ss me nt of royalty or of any tax; 

( l) provi de  for  the  conve yance  of oi l and gas  to the  place  of me as ure me nt; 

( m) provi de  for the  pre ventio n of the  removal of oi l or gas  without meas ure me nt; 

( n) provi de  for the  re covery of any royalty or tax; 

( o) re gulate the  rights  of ingre ss  or e gres s  to and from any well-si te s , and the  right to trans port 

mater ials , tools  or machi ne ry or to lay pi pe s  or wires  above  or be low ground across  any we ll-si tes ; 

( p) re gulate or prohibi t all acces s  to any are a i n which operatio ns  for the  wi nni ng or subs i di ary to the 

wi nni ng of oi l or g as  or both are  carrie d on; 
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( q ) provi de  that no article or no s pe cifie d class  of artic le  shall be re move d from any are a i n whi ch 

ope rati ons  for the  winni ng of oi l or gas  or both or subs idi ary the re to are  carrie d on without a pas s  

i n the  pre scri be d form; 

( r)  provi de  for the  i ss ue , producti on and surre nde r of s uch pass es ; 

( s ) pres cri be  the  manner in whi ch the  operator ope rating the  contract are a s hall demarcate  s uch are a 

and provide  for the pres ervatio n of the  de marcati on mark s  pres cri be d; 

( t) pre s cri be  the  ma nne r in whi ch hand-dug wells  shall be prote cted; 

( u) provi de  for the  re porting  of fi res , acci de nts  and other occurre nce s ; 

( v) pre scribe  the  pre cautions which ope rators  and the i r e mploye es  shall tak e  s o as not to i nte rfe re  

wi th nei ghbouri ng operators  or th ei r employee s  or wi th li nes  of communication; 

( w) re gulate or prohi bi t the  use  of nak e d li ghts  and of lamps  othe r than those of a pres cri bed 

de scri pti on or pattern; 

( x) re gulate or prohibi t smok i ng and the  use  or pos se ss ion of matches ; 

( y) re gulate or prohi bi t the  use  of forges  and ope n fi res ; 

( z) re gulate or prohibi t all or any k i nd of work  by night; 

( aa) re gulate or prohi bi t the  use  of s team-boi le rs ; 

( bb) provide  for the i ns ti tutio n and regulati on of fi re-bri gade s , voluntary or other wi se ; 

( cc) pres cri be  and re gulate  the  us e  of li ghtni ng conductors ; 

( dd) pres cribe  the  use  of fi re-e xtinguis hi ng apparatus ; 

( ee ) pre scri be  the  proce dure  to be  adopte d whe n a fi re  bre aks  out; 

( ff)  provi de  for the  compuls ory ce ss ation or li mi tation of ope rations of any kind in ord er to pre ve nt or 

li mit the  s pre ad of fi re s; 

( gg) provi de  for  the  cons tructi on of gate-valves  or stop-cocks  on flowi ng wells  and thei r clos ure  on an 

alarm of fi re  bei ng gi ve n; 

( hh) provi de  for the  mai nte nance  of fi re-li nes ; 

( ii ) re gulate  the  colle ction and di s pos al of oi l and gas ; 

( j j) re gulate  or prohi bi t the  use  of oi l-tank s ; 

( kk ) re gulate the  pos i ti on of pi pe s  for the  conve yance  of oi l and provi de  for the  layi ng of s uch pi pes  

unde rground where  necess ary; 

( ll) pre scribe  the  me thod of de ali ng wi th flowi ng w e lls ; 
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( mm) provi de  for the  prohi bi ti on wi thin or re moval from any are a of any constructi on whi ch mi ght i n 

the opi ni on of the Managing Di rector of the Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enterprise  caus e  dange r or 

i nconve ni e nce ; 

( nn) re gulate the  constructio n of any ri g, derrick , e ngi ne-house  or s i mi lar cons tructi on; 

( oo)  re gulate the  us e  of engi ne s  and machi nery; 

( pp) pres cribe  the  use  of guards  on machi nery; 

( qq ) pre scribe  the  provis ion and us e  of s afe ty be lts or appli ance s ; 

( rr)  pres cri be  the  provis ion and us e  of s afe ty appliance s  i n conne cti on wi th the  des ce nt of pe rsons i n 

hand-dug we lls ; 

( ss ) pre scribe  the  cases  in whi ch, the  authori ti es  to whom, and the  li mitati ons  as  to ti me and other 

conditi ons s ubje ct to which, an appeal shall li e  from an orde r pass e d by the  Managi ng Di re ctor of 

the Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enter pris e  or by an Ge ne ral Manage r ass i gne d for the  rele vant notifie d Oi l-

Fi e ld unde r this  Act: 

Provide d that rules  made unde r claus e  ( p) shall not interfe re  with the  ri ghts  of acces s  to land 

be longi ng on the  1s t Augus t, 1933,  to the  si te and curti lage  of any monas te ry, pagoda or othe r 

s acre d bui ldi ng, and continui ng to be us e d for the  purpose  of s uch monas te ry, pagoda or othe r 

s acre d bui ldi ng. 

( 3)  The  Pre si de nt of the  Uni on may, by rule , attach to the  bre ach of any rule  unde r this  s e cti on any 

puni s hme nt not excee di ng a fi ne  of fi fty thous and kyats , and, if fraudule nt intentio n is  prove d or actual 

i nj ury or damage  to pers on or prope rty ens ue s , any puni s hme nt not excee di ng impris onme nt for a 

ter m of s i x months , or a fine  of one  hundred thous and kyats, or both. 

( 4)  The  Mi ni ster  for the  Mini s try of Ene rgy may, als o, by rule , attach to the breach of any rule  unde r 

claus es  (g), ( h), (i ), (j ), ( k), (l), (m), ( w), ( x), ( y), ( dd), (ee ), (ff) , ( ii ), ( jj )and (ll) of s ub-se ct ion (2)  which 

are  to be  in accordance  wi th ge nerally acce pte d inte rnational petrole um indus try practice  the  penalty 

of fo rfe iture  of any pe rmit for the e xplorati on and producti on of oi l or gas  or both he ld by the  ope rator 

on whic h the  offe nce  has  be e n comm i tte d. 

( 5)  The  Managi ng D i re ctor of the  Myanma Oi l and Gas  Enter pri se  may de fi ne  the  li mits  withi n whi ch all or 

any of the rule s  made  unde r claus e  ( u) and clauses (w)  to ( rr)  of s ub-s e cti on ( 2)  of this  se cti on s hall 

apply. 

<Ame ndme nt 31.12. 2010> 
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14 . For the  purpose  of carryi ng out the  provi si ons  of this  Act:- 

( a) The  Mi nis try of Ene rgy may, with the  approval of the Governme nt is sue  rule s  and proce dures ; 

( b) The  Mi ni s try of Ene rgy may i ss ue  re gulations,  bye-laws , orde rs  and dire ctive s. 

<Ame ndme nt 31.12. 2010> 

15 . If the re  i s  a dis pute betwee n the  ope rators  on de marcati on of contract are a, the  Mi ni s try of Ene rgy may 

i nter ve ne  i n such dis pute  in accordance  wi th the  pre vai li ng rule s  and re gulations. 

<Ame ndme nt 31.12. 2010> 

 

----- Footnote ----- 

N ote : "C hair man of the State Pe ace  and D eve lopment C ouncil" ဆ ိုသည ့် စက ားရပ က ို "The  Mi ni s te r, the  

Mi nis try of Ene rgy" ဆ ိုသည ့်  စက ားရပ ဖြင ့် အစ ားထ ိုားရမည ။ 

 

[ ပင ရင ား- The  Burma C ode  Volume  (V) မှ ကူားယ ူတင ဖပသည ။ ] 
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